[Toxigenicity conversion by pertussis phages in Bordetella parapertussis].
For the first time toxigenicity conversion in B. parapertussis induced by B. pertussis phages was discovered. The clones of B. parapertussis recipient strain No. 17903 used in this study were subjected to lysogenization with 4 B. pertussis phages; as a result, 95% of these clones became immune to the repeated phage infection, developed spontaneous phage production and showed toxic properties (lethal toxicity due to the action of thermolabile and thermostable toxins) characteristic of the donor strains from which B. pertussis phages had been obtained. Differences in the degree of toxicity shown by the converted strains were determined by means of the spleen index. The convertants thus obtained did not possess protective potency.